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Burgundy to protest against an ordinance of the duke exclud-
ing English woollen cloth from Holland, Zeeland and Brabant.
The English government was greatly alarmed, and the king
' divers times' made attempts to obtain a revocation of the
ordinance.   The ambassadors were instructed to point out
that the ordinance was to the great hurt and damage of the
king and his subjects, and not only contrary to the old
friendship which had long subsisted between the two coun-
tries, but against the condition of the truce made by the
duke of York at Rouen, which had provided for freedom of
commercial intercourse.    "At all times", proceeded the
instructions, English cloth was accustomed " to resort and
have its utterance in Holland, Zeeland and Brabant where
it is now forbidden, like as merchandise of those countries
be freely uttered here " x.   In a statute of the same year,
and again in 1465, retaliation was threatened;   no mer-
chandise from the Netherlands would be imported into
England, if English cloth were shut out from the Nether-
lands *.   Henry VII.'s commercial treaties with the ruler
of Burgundy secured favourable conditions for the sale of
our cloth3.   But trouble revived in the next reign, and a
correspondent of Thomas Cromwell wrote to his master in
1532 that English cloth was excluded from the Low Coun-
tries, adding that if the king met their wishes " they would
in short time bring our heads under their girdles " 4.

The              An important branch of the cloth industry was the

worsted     manufacture of worsted5, which was already established in

manu-

facture. Norfolk and Suffolk at the opening of the fourteenth century.
It is evident that worsted cloth had gained a reputation
before the coming of Flemish artisans under Edward III.,
for the accounts of the city chamberlain for the year 1301
include " presents sent to the justices of the lord king and
others his ministers, as in cloth, wine, oats, cloths of Worstead
and cloths of Aylsham, out of courtesy of the whole com-
1 Ibid. Verulam, 4-8.                                         2 Statutes, ii. 345, 411.
*  Ryraer, Foedera (0. ed.), xii. 655, 716; xiii. 132.  See infra.pp.587-588.
*  Schanz, Englische Handelspolitik, ii. 256, No. 31.
6 Worsted cloth is made of long combed wool;  woollen cloth of short
carded wool.